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EXTRACTS FROM INTERROGATIONS OF ARAKI, Sadao 


"2. Coneral, you ordored the oxtension of the Japanese 
occupetion in Manchuria from the timo you Lecame Minister of 
Var? 


"A. After a policy hns been decided by the government, 


ordors for cporaticrs told bs iseued by the Chief of the General 


Staff. The Var Nuuster tas no richt to issue order in connection 
with oper.tions, in other words, policies rould be deciced by 

the goverrmeht and the carrving out of this policy would be 
offected ty the Gencrul Staff, and the policy was to bring peace 
and order to territory under Chang !’scuh~liang. 


"Q. Who decided that policy? 
"A, The policy would be decided by the government. 


"Q, By the governmont, General, do you mean tho 
Cabinet or the Var linistry? 


"A, The Cabinet. 


"Q, At what time did the Cabinet decide on this policy’ 


"A, This was decided at the timc it was decided 
to recuest an increase in expenditures. 


"@. Yhat date” 

"A, It was in December. I do not remomber. 
1931” 
Yes. 


Thile you were Ver Minister” 
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"A, “oes, Until tris tine there had been no fixed 
policy, and it ras rozinred thas fino Aorenre of nolicy 
would result in the eprocding ct hostllaties. Zt hee been 
decided that tne thres rrovinces eo.pristiog Cheag Faowh- 
liang's torritery 3 (fiestios, svt a stotement 
by Chang Heeuh-liang to the cftoat shat hus purigdiction 
extended over fcur territocics ortandes the sens of activi-+ 
tics to Johel. Chang “seul-Liang wae ordgiowiy at Ching Chov. 
Pe lator withdrew to Jehol from where “e conducted his govorne 
ment. 


"Q, Then, in Decerbor 1931 the Cabinct Gecided to 
pacify those four provinces under Genera Chang’ 


"A, Yes." 
"Q, Genoral, going back to your policy decided by 


the Cabinct in December 1931, were all the members of the 
Cabinet thore vhen the decision wes made? 


"A, They were all there." 
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"Q, General, going onck to the policy rhich wo dis- 
cussed “esterday, decided in December 1931, tho policy 
to pacify the four provinces under Gonoral CHANG. ‘as that 
decided before Decembcr 17, 1931° 


"A, It was after I became “ar Minister. I think was 
on the 13th. 


"Oe, Thirteenth? 


"A, Before that there was no fixed yolicy. 
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"G, ‘as tho policy docidod bofore the 17th® Was it on 
Dacember 17%h” 


"A. Iam not sure of the exact dey, but I think it vas 


around the 17th, Tao welecy, tly & locntien of funds, ras decided 


. 


at tho Priv Connects nostic 3 


"9, Gonerai,;, a5 P hot policy, what was the plan, 
if diplonst*c wcuns Fatlod in tho pacification of the four 
provinces under Gonore.s HAY 


"A, As Yor Mirister, my duty vas to sottle this incident 
as cuickly as possibic. ft soutd gertainly advocate diplomatic 
negotiations, out actual hertilities wore in progress. As I 
stated provicusl:, Japen's diplomacy wes at a low ebb at the time." 


WC, Did the Cabinet agreo that you should occupy those 
four provinces with the army” 


"A, Yes, and the goldicrs would not have been able to 
move without a Cabinct approval, a8 approprintions vould not 
‘ave boon available. 


WG, The Cabinet approval was a part of the policy de- 
cided on Decoxt ah” Vas that a part of tho policy, the 
occupation by Japanese trecps of the four provinces” 


"4, This is a vory complicated matter an¢ I am not able 
to sav whether the Cabinct’s upproval. vas 4 part cf the policy 
or not, but I reuld yoint out that whe rime Minister and all 
tho other ministors cave their approval to this policy. Othor- 
wise it could not have been carricd out. 


WG, Fhen did they give their approval” 


"A, The policy was actually decided at the Privy Council 
mecting at thich ail nesbors wore prosent an also representatives 
from the Cabinet ana pertups the ‘nperor. 


"Cc, Did the Baperur say anything at that moeting” 


WA, Tho Sxporor is alvays present at an extra-ordinary 
moeting of tho Privy Council. 


"Q, Fas the “mnoror there than? 
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"A, The Emperor wes present, but he does not take part 4n the 
discussions. 


General, were you thers? 
The Cabinet vias present in force. 
That incjvdes you? 
*L members of the Privy Counc’l. 
v waetaner the Emporer approved of this policy? 


"A, When thse Privy Council has reached a unisnimous decision, 
is reported to the Emperor who gives his consent. 


"9, Is that a written consent? 


"A, No, this is not a written consent. The dasire of the Privy 
Council is conveyod by word of mouth to the Emperor. The Emperor 
actually says nothing at these meecings. After hearing the decision, 
he retires. If there are any writter records, the Secretary of the 
Cabinet should have knowledge of then. 


"9, Do you know whether those records have been destroyed? 


"a, I am not in the Cabinet ncw, and I do not know, but I ima- 
gine they have all been destroyed. 


"OQ. At what place were they usually kept? 


"A, I do not know, but I suppose they would have been kept in 
the Secretary's office. Some docusents were kept five years and 
others ten years and destroyed, srd it is quite possible that many of 
thom were destroyed in this way. ° 


"Q, General, why was this an extra-ordiaary session? 

"A, It was rovlly an emergeacy session, as expenditures were 
required which would ordinarily have to be passed by the Diet and the 
Seas : ; 

Diet was not in sessicn at the tine. 
"CQ. What expenditures were required? 
"A,  Expencitures for the pacification of the four provinces, 


comprising General Chang Hseuh-liang's territory. Matters at this 
time were very urgent and could be compared to a fire, conflagration. 
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There was no time for discussions or arguments about th: types of 
-umps to be used anc so forth. Another good illustration of the 
emergency measures .s the gole onbarge imposed by Finance Minister 
TAKAHASHI. ‘This was 2ono overnighy aiter ecnsultation with the Prime 
Linister." 
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mo, Wa will x09 vou a copy of the transletion. The confer- 
ence we have neon @i:cussing is what is known as an Imperial Confer- 


" 


ence, is it wv: 


“A. Yes, 3t its @ada 
nary meeting caiscu Jhls. 
satisfectory, an Imper 


"QO, YViould yeu give me the approximate date of the preliminary 
meeting? 


"A. I do not remember tho exact date. It was between the 13th 
end 17th. 


"Q, Who was present at that meeting? 


"A, Certain members of the rrivy Council are delegated to atte! 
this preliminary meeting, and the cabinet ministers concerned are co} 
sulted. It can be taken for granted that anything decided at an 
Imperial Conference was decided upon previously at the preliminary 
meeting. If the preliminary conference did not approve, it would 
never ¢o before the Imperial Conference. : 


You called the preliminary meeting did you not? 
No, this wes called by the Privy Council. 
What cabinet ministers were thcre? 

"A, I do not remember but I think the “ler .inister, the Financ 
inister and the Foreign :inister and verhaps the Navy iinister. 
Sonotimes they appear in force, end other times they appear singly 
and 1 cannot state zor certain. 


"QO, Yas it at your suggestion that the Privy Council called 
this meeting? 


"A, It is not within the province of the War bhinister to sugge 
that meetings be held by the trivy Council. 
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"Oo. “hat was the purpose in the Frivy Council calling this preli 
minary meeting? 


"A. This wes 2 :o7uest for special exsenditures for the China 
Incident. Tho Prim. \.nister velkos the request to the Emperor who in 
turn requests the Frivy Council. to ciscuss and pass on the advisabilit 


of grenting these Tiras 75 


ve 
oo 


hinister do so at the recuest or unanimous 
consent of 


"A.. If the Fr.vr¢ Lins ster decides, it is practically the samo as 
the whole cabinet 1? 


"O. Dut as this time, there was a cavinet meeting in which it 
was agrecd? 


"A. I dao not ramer 


be 
ea 


’ that there was a cabinet meeting, but I dc 
remember thet I cons...” the Prine winister who was comparatively the 
Foreign hinister, the Finance Minister, and the Secretary of the 
Cabinet. 


"ce, But the suggestion emanated from you? 
"WA, Yes. 


"0. At the prelinuinary meeting it was the unanimous agreement of 
all present that the avoropriation should be made and that the four 
provinces under General CHANG should be pacified and occupied by Japa: 
ese troops, was it not? 


"A. The main object of the preliminary meeting was the appropria 
tion for the army. The policy of cecupying end pacifying the four pro 
vinces followed as a matter of course but this wes not stated as a 
definite policy. 


"OQ. It was discussed, was it not? 


"A. This would have been discussed because unless this was supp- 
orted to the satisfacticn of all, the appropriation would not be 
granted. 


"CG. s the unanimous agreement of all present? 


"A. It was the unanimous agreement of tho Privy Council members 
present at the pre..iminsry conference. And when the question is take 
up in the Iinperiai Conference, the momxrs who did not attend the pre- 
liminary council would be present and the matter would be discussed. 
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embers of the cabinct would also be 


decision would 
have to bse unsnimous. 


"Q. What was your enswer in the preliminsry meeting to their 
juestions on the violation of the Nine Fower Treaty? 


"A. I do not think this matter was discussed at the preliminary 
aeeting. 


"Q. It was discussed st the Imporial Conference, was it not? 


"A. Ko, it was not discus 
he area of occupation and 
I the Nine Power Tre-ty 
‘ouncil meetings but at thi 


attlement of the affair. 


only subjects discussed werc 

the occupstion. The violatic 
2n discussed et other Privy 

important ouestion was the 


"Cc. The erea involved of which you spesk being KIORIN, iUKDEN, 
SILUNGAING and JZHCL, is that not true? 


"A. Yes. At the time a discussion srose as to whether it-was 
three provinces or four provinces. 


"2. Thoy deciced on four, did they not? 


"A. Yas, they decided on four provinces to keep CHANG HSUEELIAN( 
‘rom retreatirg to JEHUL end operating from there, it was also decidec 
Ae) include JEHOL." 


